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House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

On this day, we ask Your blessing on
the men and women, citizens all, whose
votes have populated this people’s
House. Each Member of this House has
been given the sacred duty of rep-
resenting them.

O Lord, we pray that those with
whom our Representatives might meet
during this coming long weekend in
their home districts be blessed with
peace and an assurance that they have
been listened to.

We ask Your blessing now on the
Members of this House whose responsi-
bility lies also beyond the local inter-
ests of constituents while honoring
them. Give each Member the wisdom to
represent both local and national inter-
ests, a responsibility calling for the
wisdom of Solomon. Grant them, if
You will, a double portion of such wis-
dom.

Bless us this day and every day, and
may all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor
and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-

woman from Hawaii (Ms. GABBARD)

come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. GABBARD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

DUTY, HONOR, SERVICE TO GOD,
FAMILY, AND COUNTRY

(Mr. STEWART asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, much
has been said about the tumultuous
times in which we live, and it is true,
we do face enormous challenges. But I
would like to remind the American
people of the things that will get us
through these times.

My parents were part of the Greatest
Generation. My father was a pilot in
World War II, and I am honored to wear
his Air Force wings. My mother was a
mother of 10 amazing children, many of
which are with me today. They are the
best friends that I have ever had.

Our parents taught us something
that each of us has embroidered and
now hangs on our individual family
walls, and it is this: Our family’s motto
is duty, honor, service to God, family,
and country.

We are, as Abraham Lincoln said:
“The last best hope of Earth.” That
was true when he said it. It is still true
today.

We created the miracle of the Con-
stitution; we survived the catastrophe
of the Civil War; we defeated com-
munism, totalitarianism, fascism; we
have the strength to get through the
challenges that we face today. But it
will only be true if we are true to that

principle: Duty, honor, service to God,
family, and country.

———

TAKE BACK HEALTHCARE FROM
PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, for far
too long, Big Pharma has played by its
own rules, benefiting from sky-
rocketing drug prices on the backs of
our most vulnerable populations.

Back in 2003, legislation was passed
establishing Medicare part D to make
prescription drugs more affordable for
people, but Big Pharma lobbyists influ-
enced those policies and made it so
there is a provision included that
would ban the Secretary of Health and
Human Services from negotiating
lower prices directly with pharma-
ceutical companies, something that the
VA can already do today.

Over 42 million Americans who are
enrolled in Medicare part D continue to
face rising costs on brand name drugs,
fewer generic drugs, and higher pre-
miums, making it difficult, if not im-
possible, for many to fill their prescrip-
tions.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor the
Medicare Prescription Drug Price Ne-
gotiation Act to take back our
healthcare from pharmaceutical com-
panies and allow the Secretary of HHS
to negotiate drug prices directly with
manufacturers to secure affordable,
lifesaving medication for millions of
Americans.

——
E-VERIFY SAVES AMERICAN JOBS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, the House Judiciary Com-
mittee approved the Legal Workforce
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